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Supplemental Amendment under 37 C.F.R. S1.116 

Sir: 



In further response to the Office Action of December 07, 1999, 
and as agreed with Examiner Gerstl during the interview on August 
03, 2000, kindly enter and consider the following, supplemental 
amendment : 

In the Claims: 



Amend Claim 18 to read as follows: 

18. (four times amended) A 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid com- 
pound of the formula III, 




III 
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where 

R 19 is hydroxyl or a radical which can be removed by hydrolysis, 

R 1 is [nitro,] [Ci-C 6 -alkyl] C^-Cy-alky! , [C^Ce-haloalkyl , 
C 1 -C 6 -alkoxy, ] methoxy [C 1 -C 6 -alkylsulfonyl\ or methylsulf onyl 
[ Ci -Cg -haloal kyl s ul fonyl ] ; 

R 2 is nitro, halogen, Cx-Cg-alkyl, Cx-Cg-haloalkyl, Ci-C 6 -alkyl- 
thio, Ci-Cg-alkylsulf inyl, C]-C 6 -alkylsulf onyl or Cj-C 6 -ha- 
loalkylsulf onyl ; 

R 3 is hydrogen, halogen or C]-C 6 -alkyl; 

R 4 [ , R 5 are ] is. hydrogen or methyl, and R 5 is hydrogen ; 

X is O; 

Y is CR 13 Ri 4 ; 

R 13 , R 14 are hydrogen, C 1 -C 4 -alkyl, C 1 -C 4 -haloalkyl, Ci-C 4 -alkoxy- 

carbonyl, Ci-C 4 -haloalkoxycarbonyl or CONR 7 R 8 ; 
R 7 is hydrogen or Ci-C 4 -alkyl; 
R 8 is C!-C 4 -alkyl. 

Amend Claim 28 to read as follows: 

28. (twice amended) A 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of 
the formula I 



wherein 
X is 0; 

R 1 is [nitro,] [C^Cg-alkyl] C 7 -C ? -alkyl f [C^Cg-alkoxy, ] methoxy 
[C^Cg-haloalkyl, C!-C 6 -alkylsul fonyl] or methylsulf onyl [Ci-C 6 -ha- 
loalkylsul fonyl ] ; 

R 2 is nitro, halogen, Cx-Cg-alkyl, Ci-C 6 -haloalkyl, Cx-Cg-alkyl- 
thio, Ci-Ce-alkylsulf inyl, Ci-C 6 -alkylsulf onyl or Ci-C 6 -ha- 
loalkylsulf onyl ; 

R 3 is hydrogen, halogen or Ci-C 6 -alkyl; 

R 4 [, R 5 are] is hydrogen or methyl, and R 5 is hydrogen ; 

Y is CR 13 R 14 ; 
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R 13 , R 14 are hydrogen, C 1 -C 4 -alkyl, Ci-C 4 -haloalkyl , Ci-C 4 -alkoxy- 

carbonyl, C 1 -C 4 -haloalkoxycarbonyl or CONR 7 R 8 ; 
R 7 is hydrogen or C!-C 4 -alkyl; 
R 8 is C 1 -C 4 -alkyl; 

R 15 is a pyrazole of the formula II which is linked in the 
4-position 




II 



wherein 

R 16 is Cx-Cg-alkyl; 

Z is H; and 

R 18 is hydrogen or methyl. 



Kindly enter new Claims 35 to 46 as follows: 

35. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
defined in claim 28, wherein R 4 denotes hydrogen. 

36. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
defined in claim 28, wherein R 1 is methyl. 

37. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
defined in claim 35, wherein R 1 is methyl. 

38. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
defined in claim 35, wherein R 1 is methyl, R 2 is methylsulf onyl, 
R 3 is hydrogen, R 16 is ethyl and R 18 is hydrogen. 

39. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
defined in claim 35, wherein R 1 is methyl, R 2 is methylsulf onyl, 
R 3 is hydrogen, R 16 is methyl and R 18 is methyl. 

40. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 18, wherein R 4 denotes hydrogen. 

41. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 18, wherein R 1 is methyl. 

42. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 40, wherein R 1 is methyl. 
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43. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 20, wherein R 4 denotes hydrogen. 

44. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 20, wherein R 1 is methyl. 

45. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 43, wherein R 1 is methyl. 

46. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 45, wherein R 2 is methylsulf onyl and R 3 
is hydrogen. 



Remarks 

Applicants and their representative wish to thank Examiner 
Gerstl for his courtesy extended to applicants' representatives dur- 
ing the interview on August 03, 2000. The Examiner's assistance in 
solving the issues in the present application and in granting appli- 
cants' representatives the opportunity to personally discuss those 
issues at short notice is greatly appreciated. 

Applicants herewith submit a supplemental amendment wherein 
Claims 18 and 28 have been amended in accordance with the amendment 
of Claim 28 discussed during the interview. Additionally, applicants 
have added new Claims 35 to 46 which are drawn to particular embodi- 
ments of the compounds defined in Claims 18 and 28. Claims 35 to 37 
are drawn to those compounds (I) of Claim 28 wherein R 4 is hydrogen 
and R 1 is methyl, respectively. New Claims 38 and 39 correspond to 
Claims 31 and 34 with the difference that the newly added claims 
depend from Claim 35 rather than Claim 28. Claims 40 to 44 relate to 
those compounds (III) of Claim 18 and Claim 20 wherein R 4 is hydro- 
gen and R 1 is methyl, respectively. New Claims 45 and 46 further 
specify the compounds (III) of Claim 43 in correspondence with the 
limitation of Claims 36 and 34. No new matter has been added. In 
accordance with the foregoing, Claims 17, 18, 20 to 23, 28 to 31 and 
34 to 46 are now pending in this case. A clean and unmarked copy of 
those claims is appended to this paper for the Examiner's conve- 
nience. 
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Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the 
filing of this paper, including Extension of Time fees to Deposit 
Account No. 11.0345. Please credit any excess fees to such deposit 
account . 

Attached is a check in the amount of $54.00 to cover the required fee for 
three claims in excess of 20. 

Respectfully submitted, 



1101 Connecticut Ave, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 659-0100 



Keil & Weinkauf 

Herbert B. Keil 
Reg. No. 18,967 



Encl . : The Pending Claims 



HBK/BAS 
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n 



Appendix: 



The Active Claims; 

17. (trice amended) A process for the preparation of the 3-heterocy- 

clyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I defined in 

claim 28, which comprises acylating a pyrazole of the formula II 



with an activated carboxylic acid Ilia or with a carboxylic acid 
HIP 



where L 1 is a nucleophilically displaceable leaving group and 
subjecting the acylation product to a rearrangement reaction to 
give the compound I . 

18. (four times amended) A 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid com- 
pound of the formula III, 



where 

R 19 is hydroxyl or a radical which can be removed by hydrolysis, 
R 1 is Ci-C 2 -alkyl, methoxy or methylsulf onyl; 

R 2 is nitro, halogen, Ci-C 6 -alkyl, Cx-Ce-haloalkyl, Cx-Cg-alkyl- 
thio, Ci-C 6 -alkylsulf inyl, Ci-C 6 -alkylsulf onyl or C!-C 6 -ha- 
loalkylsulf onyl ; 

R 3 is hydrogen, halogen or Cx-Cg-alkyI; 




II 



R 16 





III 
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R 4 is hydrogen or methyl, and R 5 is hydrogen; 

X is O; 

Y is CR 13 R 14 ; 

R 13 , R 14 are hydrogen, C!-C 4 -alkyl, C 1 -C 4 -haloalkyl, Ci-C 4 -alkoxy- 
carbonyl, C 1 -C 4 -haloalkoxycarbonyl or CONR 7 R 8 ; 

R 7 is hydrogen or Ci-C 4 -alkyl; 

R 8 is C 1 -C 4 -alkyl. 

20. (trice amended) The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid com- 
pound of the formula III defined in claim 18, where R 19 is halo- 
gen, hydroxyl or Ci-C 6 -alkoxy. 

21. (trice amended) A composition comprising a herbicidally active 
amount of at least one 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl com- 
pound of the formula I or of the agriculturally useful salt of I 
defined in claim 28, and auxiliaries conventionally used for the 
formulation of crop protection products . 

22. (twice amended) A process for the preparation of the composition 
defined in claim 21, which comprises mixing a herbicidally active 
amount of at least one 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl com- 
pound of the formula I or of the agriculturally useful salt of I 
and auxiliaries conventionally used for the formulation of crop 
protection products. 

23. (trice amended) A method of controlling undesirable vegetation, 
which comprises allowing a herbicidally active amount of at least 
one 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
or of the agriculturally useful salt of I defined in claim 28 to 
act on plants , their environment and/or on seeds . 

28. (twice amended) A 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of 
the formula I 




wherein 



X is 0; 

R 1 is Ci-02-alkyl, methoxy or methylsulf onyl; 
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R 2 is nitro, halogen, Ci-C 6 -alkyl, Ci-C 6 -haloalkyl, Cx-Cfi-alkyl- 
thio, Cr-Cg-alkylsulf inyl, Cx-Cg-alkylsulf onyl or Ci-06-ha- 
loalkylsulf onyl ; 

R 3 is hydrogen, halogen or Ci-C 6 -alkyl; 

R 4 is hydrogen or methyl, and R 5 is hydrogen; 

Y is CR 13 R 14 ; 

R 13 , R 14 are hydrogen, Cx-Q-alkyl, C 1 -C 4 -haloalkyl, Ci-C 4 -alkoxy- 

carbonyl, Ci-C 4 -haloalkoxycarbonyl or CONR 7 R 8 ; 
R 7 is hydrogen or C!-C 4 -alkyl; 
R 8 is Ci-C 4 -alkyl; 

R 15 is a pyrazole of the formula II which is linked in the 
4-position 




II 



wherein 

R 16 is Ci-C 6 -alkyl; 

Z is H; and 

R 18 is hydrogen or methyl. 

29. (amended) The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the 
formula I defined in claim 28, wherein R 1 is methyl, R 2 is methyl- 
sulfonyl, R 3 is hydrogen, R 16 is methyl and R 18 is hydrogen. 

30 . 4- [ 2-Methyl-3- ( 4 , 5-dihydroisoxazol-3-y 1 ) -4-methylsulf onylben- 
zoyl ] -l-methyl-5-hydroxy-lH-pyrazole . 

31. (amended) The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the 
formula I defined in claim 28, wherein R 1 is methyl, R 2 is methyl- 
sulfonyl, R 3 is hydrogen, R 16 is ethyl and R 18 is hydrogen. 

34. (amended) The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the 
formula I defined in claim 28, wherein R 1 is methyl, R 2 is methyl- 
sulfonyl, R 3 is hydrogen, R 16 is methyl and R 18 is methyl. 

35. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
defined in claim 28, wherein R 4 denotes hydrogen. 

36. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
defined in claim 28, wherein R 1 is methyl. 
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37. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
defined in claim 35, wherein R 1 is methyl. 

38. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
defined in claim 35, wherein R 1 is methyl, R 2 is methylsulfonyl, 
R 3 is hydrogen, R 16 is ethyl and R 18 is hydrogen. 

39. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoyl compound of the formula I 
defined in claim 35, wherein R 1 is methyl, R 2 is methylsulfonyl, 
R 3 is hydrogen, R 16 is methyl and R 18 is methyl. 

40. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 18, wherein R 4 denotes hydrogen. 

41. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 18, wherein R 1 is methyl. 

42. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 40, wherein R 1 is methyl. 

43. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 20, wherein R 4 denotes hydrogen. 

44. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 20, wherein R 1 is methyl. 

45. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 43, wherein R 1 is methyl. 

46. The 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the for- 
mula III defined in claim 45, wherein R 2 is methylsulfonyl and R 3 
is hydrogen . 
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